
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SCHOOL:  St Joseph’s Barcaldine 

TEACHER:   Jessi Rankin 
LOCATION:  Barcaldine  
YEAR LEVEL:  Prep-Year 6   
LESSON LINKS:   Visual Arts / Science / Maths  
ARTIST:  Nancy Brown 
 

 

INTRODUCTION:   

The display cabinet in the school entry way has been identified as priority area to improve the amenity 
of the school. This workshop will produce small artworks that directly contribute to the major work to 
be installed at the school entrance, constructed of a collage of the tiles from clay and metal sheets, and 
using small ceramic tiles to fill the gaps. Each class would receive botanical drawing classes, using plant 
samples of bark, leaves, flowers and seeds, and using images collected during a photographic survey of 
the significant trees of Barcaldine as identified by the students, and en plein air drawing of trees and 
shrub structure within the school grounds. The students would be shown how to use their drawings to 
create designs that can be rendered in terracotta air dried clay tiles and to emboss copper sheets to be 
wrapped around tiles. These tiles would be used by the senior students to construct a mixed media 
collage to be installed in the display cabinet (2m x 0.8m) in the school entrance.  This collaborative work 
will empower the students to improve their surroundings where-ever they may find themselves in the 
future. We hope that the students will feel a sense of pride and achievement in the creation and a sense 
of belonging to our school.  
 
 

Small Schools Program 
As an extension of Flying Arts’ Connecting Arts with School Curriculum (CASC) program, the Small Schools 
Program (SSP) is for schools with 50 or less students in regional and remote Queensland. This unique 
program offers the support of a registered primary teacher/artist to collaborate with small schools to plan 
and deliver an incursion combining arts and non-art curriculum. Ongoing support is a unique feature of this 
specialised program. 
 
This program is intended to develop confidence in the planning and delivery of arts-rich experiences in the 
classroom, better understanding of how to deliver on arts curriculum, how to connect arts into other areas 
of curriculum to enhance teaching and learning, to enhance practical skills in the visual and media arts and 
to collaborate with artist to deliver arts. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
This template and materials are intended as a resource and source of ideas for educators to use as a model. 
 
 
 
 

 

2019 Small Schools Fund 
Lesson Plan 

Teacher / Artist Collaboration 



 

 
LESSON IDEA: 

All students in the three classes will be involved (Level One class has 16 Preps, Level Two has 10 Year 1 
& 2 students and Level Three has 16 students in Years 3 to 6) in a series of workshops over three and a 
half days (16 – 19 September, 2019). One of our elderly residents in town, Jenny Mace, who is a keen 
botanist, will come to the school before the workshops begin to take the Level 3 teacher and students 
on an excursion around town to observe, photograph and learn about the local fauna. Each class will 
then receive botanical drawing classes, using plant samples of bark, leaves, flowers and seeds, the 
images collected during the excursion and en plein air drawing of trees and shrub structure within the 
school grounds. The students will be shown how to use their drawings to create designs that can be 
rendered in terracotta air dried clay tiles and to emboss copper sheets to be wrapped around tiles. 
These small artworks will then be used to create one large artwork for the front cabinet. We also plan to 
enter the artworks into the Barcaldine Show and Barcaldine Town Art Exhibition. 

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM LINKS:   

Science 
F-2 Living things have a variety of external features (ACSSU017) 
Participate in guided investigations to explore and answer questions (ACSIS025) 
Earth’s resources are used in a variety of ways (ACSSU032) 
Science involves observing, asking questions about, and describing changes in, objects and events 
(ACSHE034) 
Use informal measures to collect and record observations, using digital technologies as appropriate 
(ACSIS026) 
Yr 3- 4 Living things have life cycles (ACSSU072) 
Living things depend on each other and the environment to survive (ACSSU073) 
Yr 5 – 6 Living things have structural features and adaptations that help them to survive in their 
environment (ACSSU043) 
The growth and survival of living things are affected by physical conditions of their environment 
(ACSSU094) 
 
Visual Arts  
F-2 Explore ideas, experiences, observations and imagination to create visual artworks and design, 
including considering ideas in artworks by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists(ACAVAM106)  
Use and experiment with different materials, techniques, technologies and processes to make artworks 
(ACAVAM107)  
Create and display artworks to communicate ideas to an audience (ACAVAM108)  
Respond to visual artworks and consider where and why people make visual artworks, starting with 
visual artworks from Australia, including visual artworks of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
(ACAVAR109)  
Yr 3-4 Use materials, techniques and processes to explore visual conventions when making artworks 
(ACAVAM111)  
Present artworks and describe how they have used visual conventions to represent their ideas 
(ACAVAM112)  
Identify intended purposes and meanings of artworks using visual arts terminology to compare 
artworks, starting with visual artworks in Australia including visual artworks of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Peoples (ACAVAR113)  
Yr 5-6 Explore ideas and practices used by artists, including practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander artists, to represent different views, beliefs and opinions (ACAVAM114)  



 

Develop and apply techniques and processes when making their artworks (ACAVAM115)  
Plan the display of artworks to enhance their meaning for an audience (ACAVAM116)  
 

APPROACH AND SEQUENCE OF LESSON: 

Level 3 (Years 3 to 6) 

Monday   
9:00– 11:00 Introduction to the project and leaf drawing session:  

Students will draw leaf shapes (positive and negative), looking carefully at their 
structures and shapes. Students will create several drawings to be used for the 
duration of the project Paint leaf shapes- black ink on paper and work the 
designs with black markers to create strong designs.  

11:40 - 1:40   Clay Session 1: 

• Discussion about clay 
• Measuring shapes for the clay tiles 
• Folding and measuring paper or cardboard tessellating templates for 

the clay tiles 
• Rolling out the clay 
• Cutting the tile shapes into the clay 
• Explorations of drawing and design in clay with light and dark clay based 

on observational drawing  
 
2:00 - 3:00 Clay Session 2: 

• Creating designs from the plant drawings into the tessellating tile pieces 
with different coloured clay rolled and stamped clay used to describe 
the plant forms.  

• Designs finished and left to dry.  
 
Wednesday 
10:00 - 12:40   Begin copper and aluminium tiles: 

• Discussion and demonstration of the two different kinds of metal 
• Drawings transferred onto the aluminium and copper shim  
• Shim embossed and etched with drypoint tools to create stylised 

impressions of the students work 
• Shim wrapped around tiles 

 
Thursday  
9:00 – 11:00  Complete copper and aluminium tiles:  

• Copper and aluminium shim embossed and etched by students will be 
inked up and wiped and sanded back.  

• The work will be arranged and composed along with the clay tiles that 
have been created.  

• The students will create holes in the work that will enable the work to 
be hung for presentation.  

 
Level 2 (Years 1 and 2) 
 



 

Tuesday  
9:00 - 11:00  Introduction and discussion about the project: 

• Show some of the work from the day before.  
• Drawing and observation session- looking at plant shapes, their use, the 

patterns that they see within the shape 
• Taking prints from the leaves pencil drawings developed into bold ink drawings 

ready for the clay session 
 
2:00 - 3:00 Clay session: 

• Clay rolled out, measured and cut into shapes 
• Dark clay and light clay will be used to describe the leaf shapes, plant 

components and pattern on the tiles 
 

Wednesday  
9:00 – 10:00  Introduction to metal embossing: 

• The metal to be embossed will be discussed and demonstrated 
• The artwork will be transferred to the shim, and the students will emboss their 

designs into the metal  
 
12:40 – 1:40 The students continue with their embossing then ink and sand the designs for 

presentation  
 
Prep Level 1  

Tuesday  
11:40 - 1:40 Introduction and discussion about the project: 

• Show some of the other students work 
• Observe and draw leaf shape 
• Paint leaf shapes- black ink on paper I will being brushes and black ink 

 
12:40 – 1:40 Roll out clay with rolling pins or dowels to make tiles 

• Cut clay into shape with blunt knives or stamp out shape with cookie cutters 
• Draw shapes with clay coils to describe the leaf shapes and patterns that have 

been drawn 
• Press into clay  
• Emboss clay tiles with real leaves 

 
Wednesday  
2:00 - 3:00 Metal shim  

• Students will draw the designs based on the previous day’s drawings onto the 
metal shim 

• The shim will be embossed with pens 
• The shim will be painted, then dried and sanded to reveal their designs  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS: 
Catered for 20 to include teachers and helpers.  

• Rags 
• Cloths for wiping tables  
• Paint brushes 
• 20 Ball point pens  
• Metal ruler 
• Roll of biodegradable plastic bags or recycled plastic bags for covering clay overnight 
• Toothpicks for texturing clay 
• Copper shim x 40 students 
• Cork tiles x 40 students 
• Sharpie markers 
• 20 Pencils 
• Pencil sharpeners 
• Rulers 
• A3 drawing paper 
• 20 Drypoint needles 
• Burnishers 
• Fine wet and dry sandpaper 
• Hexagonal and drop stamp shapes for clay 
• Clay Feeneys white, terracotta and dark chocolate. NOT Air-drying Clay. Regular clay  
• works just as well  
• Rolling pins x 3 
• Cloth serviette for rolling clay on x 20 
• Thin gaffer tape rolls 2 to make edges of shim safe 
• Plastic containers for plants  
• Stackable rosette palettes  
• Cutting mat and Stanley knife for cutting metal 
• Clay working tools 
• Bucket 

 

Found Materials: 

• Collection of plants cuttings from School surrounds 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 
• How to make colourful clay relief tiles: https://artfulparent.com/create-colorful-clay-relief-tiles-

for-kids-with-air-drying-clay/ 
• Using pasta as an imprinting tool on clay tiles: http://arteascuola.com/2013/07/tiles-imprinted-

with-pasta/ 
• Air-dry clay project ideas: https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/air-dry-clay-project-ideas-4158948 
• More clay ideas: https://www.hellowonderful.co/post/16-cute-and-clever-clay-projects-for-

kids/ 
• How to emboss foil: https://www.deborahshapiroart.com/blogs/collage-art-blog/how-to-

emboss-copper-foil 
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OUTCOME: 

The botanical drawings show that the students made careful observations of the plant shapes, patterns 
and structures. These drawings are outstanding considering the students have had limited drawing 
tutelage. The students enjoyed being able to continue to extend their drawing skills further using clay 
and metal. They were able to explore how their drawings and designs looked using different mediums. 
The students loved rolling, cutting and stamping the clay to make the tiles. Drawing shapes with clay 
coils and onto the metal shim provided them further opportunity to improve their skills. Watching their 
faces as their designs were revealed was brilliant! The sense of achievement and pride in their individual 
work was multiplied when the students saw how their tiles all contributed to a major art piece that will 
be installed at the school front entrance for all to see. 

PHOTOGRAPHS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image (top and 
bottom): Artist Nancy 
Brown assisting the 
students to create 
ceramic pieces of local 
flora using multi-colored 
clay.  
Image credit: Tallara 
Gray 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Image (top left): Artist 
Nancy Brown assisting 
the students emboss 
and etch into coper 
plates. Image credit: 
Tallara Gray 

 

Image (top right): close-
up of the decorated 
copper plate. Image 
credit: Tallara Gray 

 

Image (bottom): St 
Joseph’s Barcaldine 
students with his 
artwork. Image credit: 
Tallara Gray 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image (top left): 
Student using carving 
tool to create relief 
shapes. Image credit: 
Tallara Gray 

 

 

Image (top right): Flying 
Arts By Request Lead 
Tallara Gray discussing 
the finished ceramic 
pieces with students. 
Image credit: Nancy 
Brown 

 

 

Image (bottom): The 
final copper embossed 
tiles. Image credit: 
Nancy Brown 

 



 

 

Image: Arranging the final ceramic and copper artworks into a design for the display 
cabinet. Image credit: Nancy Brown 


